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river stood the newer part of the town,
with the so-called hanging gardens of
the great Queen Semiramis.

Babylon lay in the midst of flat
desert land, and Semiramis, who came
from the mountains of Media, pined
for her native hills. So for her was
built an artificial mountain of stone
and brick, with vast terraces planted
with trees and flowers of all sorts, and

Alinari.
THE PARTHENON AT ATHENS

The Parthenon or Temple of Athena at Athens, even though in
ruins, still shows us graceful columns. It was built in marble
in the Doric order more than 400 years before the time of
Christ, and richly decorated with sculpture by Pheidias. At
the time of the Turkish conquest of Greece, gunpowder was
stored in the Temple, and it was an explosion in the magazine -
in 1687 that brought ruin to the building.

watered from the Euphrates which ran
below. And there the Queen walked
in the cool of the evening amid rich
colours and scents. So huge was the
pile that, although the city itself has
totally disappeared, a mound remains
to mark the site of this seventh Wonder
of the world.
Ruin and Destruction.
Athens in her prime
^ must have been the
loveliest city the world
has ever seen. The
Acropolis, rising high
above the rest, was
crowned with exquisite
buildings of marble and
cut stone, ornamented
with the most wonder-
ful sculpture.
Of all these beauties
nothing now remains
except the ruins of the
Parthenon or Temple
of Athena. When the
Turks conquered Greece
. they stored gunpowder
in this temple, which,
blew up and reduced it
to a ruin ; yet, broken
as it is, its graceful
columns are still a joy
to the eye.
Discovery of the Arch.
The Greeks, of course,
understood the arch, for
arches are found in
some of the oldest build-
ings in the world. They
are, for instance, com-
mon in old Egyptian
tombs and temples.
Yet the Greeks made no
use of the arch in design
and the first people to
do so were the mysteri-
ous Etruscans, who, in
days before Rome be-
came a power, were the
masters of Italy.